
 
 

 

     

  

Quick Links 
  
County License Plate Becoming a Reality: The Board approves my request and design 
for a Fairfax County license plate. Funds raised will support the World Police and Fire 
Games being hosted by Fairfax County in 2015. Order yours today at 
http://www.fxva.com/plates/ 
  
Fighting to Protect the Availability of Licensed Child Care: 
Proposed changes to the zoning ordinance help but will likely force many day care 
providers to operate unlicensed or reduce the number of children they currently care 
for.  My motion to keep an estimated 400 current providers from going through a 
complicated process and hearing before the Board of Zoning Appeals failed on an 8 to 2 
vote. 
  
More Progress on the Parkway: Safety improvements are under way following the safety 
study Delegate Albo and I requested. 
  
Annual State of the County Address: Please join me on February 19th for my annual 
State of the County Address which highlights the work we did in 2012, our current 
challenges and what I plan to accomplish in 2013. 
  
VDOT Public Hearing Notice: VDOT will be hosting a public hearing regarding the 
traffic signal planned for the intersection of Rolling Road/Hunter Village Drive on 
February 20th. Full details below. 
  
Annual National Consumer Protection Week: Looking to protect yourself from fraud, 
identity theft, and scams? Fairfax County Consumer Affairs has information for you 
during National Consumer Protection Week, March 3-9, 2013.  
  

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001oZrjiukghyMkxmze6Xq81oZixS3mm1D_7guoNt0i_dhRqNOUBsVoU7U-usEUZ_oRbRp9Sovwl5H5gasmIdQQH0vmZzlnzbWb8bx6VOigTv0=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001cARsIZ-MhnOImpQmaUFCJjdx7tXrFLynhGhFd0kNU0ntgYupCEvPMipLmzYRaWJ2Ug0A42M-ZnwgaHPXPmOi8u-viF8b35Plz3bdWcL-wxeaZ0BSrcDN0aTn-J3b55rhz-tYslqzybFC9uAHqEIC_qTRyEMkebZM
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001cARsIZ-MhnPEobdIc5-rqjLj1cOS2lVIovxYx5dIetW6FkZ56HXbq9wyz3PzhFLHISmWuyHqhytxKEKT9QKi_j7yNEFWvkX-6amFlBqAD6T7h8kKAF3VkInxJhFov-gL9ZiXgK0YTQVI-VpRW6xIkc8Wk0iK8Hcj
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001cARsIZ-MhnMExc-dY-GZioS5obsaJlSU_L8eBYflO8QpmZ9WktJPJGhS5ttYWOqLDECL03j0oKl7ClvCsBEqxVdvugjn8gYKiXierUmWR5ygyO_EZXqu-0LOoB0Sj9Bd


 County License Plate Becoming a Reality 

Last week the Board took another step forward in my initiative for a Fairfax license plate 
by approving the design (shown below) and a resolution authorizing the plate. In 
addition to showing pride in our community the proceeds from the sale of the plates will 
be going to the World Police and Fire Games, which Fairfax is hosting in 2015, and then 
to Visit Fairfax from 2016 on to bolster their advertising and tourism support to bring 
more people to the county. 

Since that time Visit Fairfax has aggressively pursued signing people up for the new 
plates, including private citizens, shuttle buses, hotel and hospitality fleets.  Visit Fairfax 
is on its way to meeting the 350 pre-signed applications threshold to make this Fairfax 
plate a reality.  

These plates are a great way for you to show pride in our community, and they will 
benefit two great causes in the Police and Fire Games, and our local tourism industry, 
which will bring in valuable out of state dollars into our economy. Pre-order a plate now 
at http://www.fxva.com/plates/ 
  

   

  

  

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001oZrjiukghyMkxmze6Xq81oZixS3mm1D_7guoNt0i_dhRqNOUBsVoU7U-usEUZ_oRbRp9Sovwl5H5gasmIdQQH0vmZzlnzbWb8bx6VOigTv0=


Fighting to Protect the Availability of Licensed Child Care  

Last summer the Virginia Department of Social Services added a new requirement for 
child care providers seeking licenses or renewal of licenses. They required applicants to 
verify with local governments that they were in compliance with local regulations. State 
licenses had been issued to many of these providers for up to 12 children. Fairfax County 
only allows 5 in a townhome and up to 7 in a single family home unless the provider 
goes through what has been a complicated Special Permit process including a hearing 
before the Board of Zoning Appeals, completion of a long and confusing application, and 
a $1,100 fee. This left child care providers with three choices, none of them good - 1) 
reduce the number of children in their care to the county limits, 2) go through the 
complicated Special Permit process with no guarantee of approval despite being in 
operation for years or 3) operate illegally without a state license and county approval. 
The County estimates this will impact about 400 state licensed providers. 

Given the current shortage of licensed child care providers, the Board acted to suspend 
enforcement and revisit the zoning ordinance. In July, I hosted a Child Care Provider 
and Parent's Town Hall meeting that was attended by hundreds of providers and 
parents. At that meeting, many concerns were expressed about the new requirement to 
attain zoning approval in order to attain a state license, the fees, and the risk of being 
denied. I heard how many had cared for children for many years and could not bear 
having to choose the ones that they would have to drop if the zoning ordinance was not 
fixed. I heard from parents that had finally found the child care they had been searching 
for and were fearful of having their children dropped. 

On Tuesday the Board voted to advertise a public hearing that will address some of these 
issues. The changes would raise the number of children permitted with a Special Permit 
to 12 to come in line with State licensing requirements and a reduction in the fee to 
somewhere between $435 to $1,000, with a recommendation of $910. County staff has 
already attempted to simplify the application. Unfortunately what the proposed 
ordinance did not address was a change in the number of children allowed without a 
Special Permit. As a result these 400 providers are still left with the choices I outlined 
above. 

Fairfax County already has a shortage of licensed day care providers and I am afraid that 
we will lose many current providers or worse force them to operate unlicensed. Many of 
these providers have been providing services under state licenses for many years. In 
addition the County is not prepared to handle the onslaught of 400 applications for a 
Special Permit and it is estimated that it would take the Board of Zoning Appeals over a 
year to handle that many applications - if they did nothing else. In an attempt to remedy 
that situation I asked the advertised Zoning Ordinance be amended to allow up to 10 
children without a Special Permit in a single family house. The motion was seconded by 
Supervisor Hyland but was unfortunately defeated. 

There will be two public hearings on the proposed changes to the zoning ordinance. The 
first public hearing is before the Planning Commission and is scheduled for March 29th, 
2013. If the Planning Commission approves the changes, the Board of Supervisors will 
hold a second public hearing which is currently scheduled for May 14th, 2013. The 



proposed ordinance can be found at 
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/dpz/zoningordinance/proposed/homechildcarefacilities.
pdf 

It is important to note that enforcement of the current ordinance has been suspended 
(except for health and safety issues), during this review process and will continue while 
the applicant is in the process of obtaining a Special Permit.  

More Progress on the Parkway 

As Herrity Report readers know, I recently worked with Delegate Dave Albo to have 
VDOT commission a safety study of the Fairfax County Parkway and the Franconia 
Springfield Parkway as a result of several crossover fatalities. One of the 
recommendations of the study was the installation of guardrails on certain segments of 
the Parkway median. A guardrail along the median of the Franconia Springfield 
Parkway between Rolling Rd and I-95 HOV ramps is in the process of being installed.  

The length of new guardrail being installed is 1.9 miles along the 2.2 mile long 
stretch. New guardrail will be installed on the eastbound direction from Rolling Road to 
Bonniemill Lane and on the westbound direction from the Backlick Road ramp to 
Bonniemill Lane, but guardrail will not be installed in the vicinity of the left turn lanes 
at Bonniemill Lane due to the narrow median width and impacts on the line of sight. 

Work will be performed at daytime between morning and evening peak traffic with left 
lane closures, it is expected to last a few weeks.  

Supervisor Herrity's Annual State of the County Address, February 19th, 
7:30p.m.  

Please join me and the Springfield District Council in the West Springfield 
Governmental Center's Community Room (6140 Rolling Road, Springfield) at 7:30 p.m. 
on February 19th for my annual State of the County Address. 
  
As part of my commitment to frequent and open communication with constituents I will 
again be addressing the state of the County, what we have done well, what I see as our 
challenges and what I hope to accomplish in 2013. I welcome your input.  

Public Hearing Set for Proposed Traffic Signal at Rolling Road/Hunter 
Village Drive 
  
VDOT will be hosting a public hearing regarding the traffic signal planned for the 
intersection of Rolling Road/Hunter Village Drive. The meeting is scheduled for:  
  
Wednesday, February 20th from 6-8 p.m. (rain date February 27) 
West Springfield Government Center  
Community Room 
6140 Rolling Road, Springfield  
  

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001oZrjiukghyMkxmze6Xq81oZixS3mm1D_7guoNt0i_dhRqNOUBsVoU7U-usEUZ_oRbRp9Sovwl5FHha13wfUwaUxngBr-z5sjcAhlisMJI856UyN6P27Y3Tt6qRiBhDWS0oO7h2baQKDM6JqisSKhE1CHJVPOUJH6CETfiW-Y8ZdoWrOg1KZx5bKtGFgc84dh
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001oZrjiukghyMkxmze6Xq81oZixS3mm1D_7guoNt0i_dhRqNOUBsVoU7U-usEUZ_oRbRp9Sovwl5FHha13wfUwaUxngBr-z5sjcAhlisMJI856UyN6P27Y3Tt6qRiBhDWS0oO7h2baQKDM6JqisSKhE1CHJVPOUJH6CETfiW-Y8ZdoWrOg1KZx5bKtGFgc84dh


The project will also include new pedestrian signals, a crosswalk, and curb ramps. It is 
estimated to cost $400,000. Construction could start in mid-2014. Visit VDOT's project 
page for more information at 
  
http://www.virginiadot.org/projects/northernvirginia/rolling_road_and_hunter_villag
e_drive.asp 
  

   
Fairfax County Consumer Affairs Celebrates 15th Annual National 
Consumer Protection Week 
  
Looking to protect yourself from fraud, identity theft, and scams? Maybe you're 
wondering about the best way to use credit, how to shop for a used car, or maximize 
your security online. Fairfax County Consumer Affairs has information for you during 
National Consumer Protection Week, March 3-9, 2013. 
   
Visit www.fairfaxcounty.gov/consumer/ncpw-2013.htm for more information. To 
register for an event please visit http://ncpw.eventbrite.gov, email 
consumer@fairfaxcounty.gov, or call 703-222-8435.  

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001oZrjiukghyMkxmze6Xq81oZixS3mm1D_7guoNt0i_dhRqNOUBsVoU7U-usEUZ_oRbRp9Sovwl5FCcGO-XGTmUDrhGnmQLE_XLN2WBefBx-bVKYc7qMJfTlM-uOiSqyXNw-aFUbrzx8Jht_IagXZub_9lgEUmh116XK7eLAdo49m5WieQdg8LsiVLhIWTK9aM4xFcxeahFhw=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001oZrjiukghyMkxmze6Xq81oZixS3mm1D_7guoNt0i_dhRqNOUBsVoU7U-usEUZ_oRbRp9Sovwl5FCcGO-XGTmUDrhGnmQLE_XLN2WBefBx-bVKYc7qMJfTlM-uOiSqyXNw-aFUbrzx8Jht_IagXZub_9lgEUmh116XK7eLAdo49m5WieQdg8LsiVLhIWTK9aM4xFcxeahFhw=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001oZrjiukghyMkxmze6Xq81oZixS3mm1D_7guoNt0i_dhRqNOUBsVoU7U-usEUZ_oRbRp9Sovwl5FHha13wfUwaUxngBr-z5sjtKtr7jCe3bH2udgdW60a1ukBxu6SIBh53oWTQbjfjPE=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001oZrjiukghyMkxmze6Xq81oZixS3mm1D_7guoNt0i_dhRqNOUBsVoU7U-usEUZ_oROlEc_TX2A3Q6FlTQ3DM7mA9yY3_DXQMi0U859YilStU=
mailto:consumer@fairfaxcounty.gov

